PRAM CIET & McGill
== Monthly Newsletter

Our monthly newsletter highlights the participatory research initiatives emerging from Participatory Research @
McGill (PRAM), and Centro de Investigacion de Enfermedades Tropicales (CIET), as well as share new opportunities for
projects, courses, funding, and more!

Note, the CIET-PRAM Newsletter is offered in the following languages:

French Spanish

A Month in Review

An ever busy team, we bring you updates from the CIET-PRAM network.

Monthly Meeting

New Advances in Fuzzy Cognitive Mapping with
CIETmap

During our monthly meeting, Dr Ivan Sarmiento presented the new fuzzy
cognitive mapping (FCM) module in the latest version of CIETmap. This module, developed by Amar Aziz,
now automates tasks that previously required many hours of work.
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The FCM module enables quick identification of
. errors in the digitized maps. It allows users to
= s standardize factor/node names in the maps and to
group factors into categories. Transitive closure
analysis now happens within seconds.

The module allows analysis of both stakeholder-

weighted maps and maps with weights created

across groups of maps using discourse analysis.

Users can create category-level maps for easier

communication of findings and generate and

compare the average category maps between
different stakeholder groups. Generated results include net cumulative influence and measures from social
network analysis.

The PRAM team is currently developing videos to demonstrate how to use these functions. Further details
on key stages of FCM analysis can be found in this paper.


https://e1.envoke.com/m/f8192c3ab9ffe52e77f663135bba80fa/m/c067362a4b6addb34d66a157b635aaff/?mode=3&rev=1779794027
https://e1.envoke.com/m/f8192c3ab9ffe52e77f663135bba80fa/m/8595f174b1ccbb898236a15763557c96/?mode=3&rev=1779792596
https://pram.ca/home/product/ivan-sarmiento-phd/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11613336/

Conference Activity Facilitation

Inuit Maternal-Child Health & Cultural Safety
Conference

The conference on safe childbirth in Inuit communities, previously announced in our newsletters, took place
in Winnipeg on April 30 and May 1. It brought together a wide range of participants committed to improving
maternal health across Inuit Nunangat, including representatives from various Inuit communities in Canada
and even Greenland (Kalaallit Nunaat).

The event featured a distinguished group of Inuit midwives and health professionals who shared their
experiences and insights. Inuit communities continue to advocate for greater control over childbirth
practices so that births can take place within their own communities. There are already advanced examples,
such as the Inuit midwives of Nunavik, who have taken on a central role within health services, achieving
very positive outcomes for both mothers and newborns.

Midwives from Nunavut shared their knowledge of community traditions and the transformations
experienced over recent decades. Several communities also expressed interest in expanding training and
accreditation opportunities for midwives, with the goal of enabling more community members to provide
care locally.

During the event, the PRAM team facilitated a
fuzzy cognitive mapping session with participants
to reflect on factors that contribute to improved
childbirth in Inuit communities. This exercise
demonstrated the method and opened
opportunities for its use in other community
contexts. The results were discussed on the
second day of the conference, where participants
highlighted the value of approaches capable of
capturing the complexity of Inuit ways of
thinking.

We are very grateful for the opportunity to




participate in this gathering and sincerely thank
all Inuit and non-Inuit participants who made this
event possible.

Webinar Workshop

Global Scholars Gather for Workshop on Ethical
Academic Writing and Publishing

Dr Ivan Sarmiento, delivered a three hour workshop as part of the
academic writing project for early-career scholars organized by the
Commission on Fieldwork and Innovative Methodologies of the International Union of Anthropological and
Ethnological Sciences (IUAES).

Seventeen researchers and students from Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas participated in the
workshop and have begun applying its lessons to their own research. The session helped participants better
understand the academic publishing process and the criteria that guide editorial decisions.

The workshop emphasized the risks associated with predatory publishing and unethical editorial practices
(read more here: https://beallslist.net/, https://publicationethics.org/). It also covered key topics such as
intellectual property (read more here: https://creativecommons.org/) and criteria for defining the roles of
authors and contributors (read more here: https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-
responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html).

PARTICIPATION SCIENCE INSIGHTS

Why groups matter in fuzzy cognitive mapping

Individual and group fuzzy cognitive mapping (FCM) rely on distinct neurocognitive architectures, shaping
both the effect on participants and the quality of the resulting maps. When individuals construct maps, the
work is intrapersonal: default mode network activity supports self-referential reflection and memory
retrieval, while prefrontal executive networks structure concepts and assign causal directionality.
Hippocampal-cortical interactions help link past experiences to emerging conceptual associations. Because
no social-cognitive load is present, the resulting map tends to be internally coherent but often narrower in
scope.

Group FCM engages a different neural ecology. Collective mapping recruits theory-of-mind networks —
particularly the temporoparietal junction and medial prefrontal cortex — as participants infer and integrate
others’ perspectives. The big ticket item is reflecting on what others say in relation to how one sees it.
Mirror-neuron systems may support shared understanding, while the anterior cingulate cortex manages
cognitive conflict during negotiation of disagreements. Social validation can activate dopaminergic reward
pathways, reinforcing convergence. This can broaden conceptual coverage and it can introduce biases. We find
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groups usually outperform individuals in complex causal reasoning, and we really value the way shared
cognitive states enhance group cohesion.

A hybrid approach likely optimises the complementary neurobiological strengths of individual and group FCM.
Individual mapping makes a strong foundation for ownership of ideas. When this individual clarity comes into
a group setting, the dialogue amplifies co-ownership and collective insight.

MCGILL SUMMER COURSES

McGill’s Department of Medicine and Health Sciences is offering two PRAM faculty-led summer
courses designed to provide hands-on learning experiences.

FMED615: Applied Knowledge Translation and Exchange in Health

Instructors: PRAM Faculty

Modality: Blended learning; asynchronous online sessions and 2 in-person sessions
Schedule: 1-26 June 2026

The course takes an inclusive and participatory approach to KTE in global health settings, founded on extensive
field experience in low- and middle-income countries. It covers principles and practice of integrated KTE in a
global health context; critical evaluation and integration of evidence for planners and policy makers; collecting
and using evidence for accountability in health services; and communicating evidence for action to different
audiences.

Registration is still open! Contact Sydney Keyamo for any questions regarding the course.

FMED 702: Advanced Uses of Fuzzy Cognitive Mapping

Instructors: PRAM Faculty
Modality: Blended learning (five in person sessions)
Schedule: Tuesdays and Thursdays, June 16-30, 2026

Fuzzy cognitive mapping (FCM) is a flexible method for developing soft models of causal systems. It is widely
used to clarify concepts, frame research questions, articulate theories of change, design questionnaires, and
generate stakeholder weighted priors. FCM plays an increasingly important role in adaptive management,
quality improvement research, and applications related to artificial intelligence and machine learning. When
used in participatory research, FCM enables the equitable integration of diverse perspectives into
contextualized discourses.

This course introduces methods for creating and analyzing cognitive maps developed by individuals and
groups concerned with specific health issues. Participants will also learn how FCM can be used to synthesize
literature reviews and to contextualize empirical findings within stakeholder perspectives.

Upon completion of the course, participants will be able to design, implement, analyze, and interpret fuzzy
cognitive mapping for use in research protocols, instrument development, theories of change, and the co


https://sydney.keyamo@mail.mcgill.ca/

design of interventions. Participants will gain practical experience with map construction and analysis
techniques, as well as with software used to generate, analyze, and present cognitive maps.

Preregistration is required. To express interest in the course, please contact pram@mcgill.ca

UPCOMING EVENTS

Documenting Maternity Experience in Indigenous Out-of Community
Perinatal Care: A Narrative Review of Culturally Safe Strategies

In recognition of National Indigenous Peoples
Day (June 21), the McGill University Health Centre
invites you to a special OB rounds presentation,
presented by Rebecca Stuart, MSc(A), CEPI.

Date: 11 June 2026
Time: 7:30AM-8:30AM EDT
Location: Zoom

Please find the Zoom link here to join the presentation!

Podcast Series: Participation Science Dialogues

Don'’t forget to tune into our podcast, where we discuss the world of participatory
research!

Episode 1: Ethics in participatory research - Exploring the dilemmas in ethical assessment of

participatory research projects
Learn more about ethical, community-led research here.

Episode 2: Traditional midwifery in Guerrero, Mexico - A look at how Indigenous midwives
support mothers while honouring cultural traditions for childbirth
Learn more about the contributions of Indigenous midwives here.

Episode 3: Transformative participatory research - How does participatory research drive
change?

Learn more about the impact of participatory research here.

Available in English & Spanish!

Listen on Spotify! Listen on our site!
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Latest Publications

Highlighted below are some of the most recent publications from the industrious CIET-PRAM team:

Keeping birth at home: Community and service provider visions for perinatal wellness and
continued Inuit childbirth in Nunavik

This study explores how Inuit families and healthcare providers in Nunavik envision culturally safe, community-led perinatal care that

supports returning childbirth to local communities and strengthens Inuit wellness, autonomy, and traditional knowledge.

Authors: Hilah Silver, Elisapi Padlayat, Pasha Saviakjuk, lvan Sarmiento, Richard Budgell, Anne Cockcroft, Zoua M. Vang & Neil

Andersson
Visit our website for more publications from the CIET-PRAM team
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Ask 5 Podcast

The Institute of Health Sciences Education and the Office of Ed-TECH in the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences are excited to share

their next episode from their ongoing podcast series, Ask 5! The episode is available on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, Amazon Music, Audible,

Podbean, and iheartradio and a video version of the podcast is available on YouTube.

Keep in touch! Subscribe to our newsletter here.
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